
AQMD SMALL BUSINESS ASSISTANCE
The mission is to help small business owners comply with clean air rules and regulations, and 
other AQMD requirements.

Q uestion
What defines a 
small business?

How much do AQMD’s 
services cost?

What types of services 
are available?

What happens if a business 
owner cannot complete 
required forms, or does 
not speak English?

What happens if a business cannot 
immediately comply with air pollution 
control laws?

What is the AQMD 
Hearing Board?

What is technical 
assistance?

What kind of financial 
assistance is available?

Answer
Typically, a business having 100 or fewer employees with annual 
gross revenues up to $5 million.

There is no charge for our small business assistance.

•  Administrative Assistance
•  Technical Assistance
•  Financial Assistance
•  Rule Development Liaison

We help business owners complete the required forms. We have 
multilingual staff to work with business owners who do not speak 
English.

We will help the owner schedule an appearance before the Hearing 
Board to ask for a variance. A variance would allow the business to 
continue operating while working toward a solution.

A five-member independent panel that hears appeals from busi-
nesses and the public. It can grant businesses temporary relief 
from rule requirements under certain circumstances. To obtain a 
variance, business owners must appear before the Hearing Board.

Solutions to air pollution control problems. Our staff can provide 
no-fault inspections of business facilities to show the business 
owners cost-effective ways of complying with AQMD regula-
tions.

If you are a dry cleaning operation within our jurisdiction, we 
want to help you switch to a dry cleaning system that does not use 
the toxic chemical perchloroethylene (perc). We offer grants to 
help you buy the non-polluting equipment.

Contact the AQMD Small Business Assistance Office at 1-800-CUT-SMOG (1-800-188-7664) for more information. Or visit our website 
at www.aqmd.gov
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